[bookmark: _GoBack]From the Land of Green Ghosts

A true story, that tells of the spiritual and physical journey of a young man. It begins in a small hill town in Burma then crosses borders, cultures and countries and finally returns to where it all began.

After an idyllic and magical childhood and an education that includes time at a Catholic Seminary, seventeen years old Pascal Khoo Thwe wins a place to study English at the University in Mandalay. 
It isn’t easy there but he perseveres, does well in his studies and although there is little money, he gets by.  In time he meets and falls in love with a fellow student Moe and, through her, is persuaded to join the fledgling student movement in its campaign against the country’s brutal dictatorship. Then one day, whilst working as a waiter to help fund his studies, he meets an academic from Cambridge University in the UK, Dr. John Casey, and they discuss James Joyce. It is the start of an incredible friendship that changes both their lives. Pascal introduces the Englishman to his fellow students. Casey is shocked by their restricted and biased education and moved by their enthusiasm for the free debate that is denied them by their teachers.  He promises to keep in touch with them all though Pascal. 

 Life in Mandalay becomes bloodier and more desperate as the regime increases its repression, enacting near genocide of the people. In 1988 the students, although urged to peaceful protest by Aung San Suu Kyi, rise up and revolt. Pascal, a reluctant warrior, is stunned and frightened by the violence and shocking death all around him. When Moe is taken by the army, raped, beaten and killed, he returns home and, knowing he has to do something to help the fight for freedom, joins some of his childhood friends in the local Students Movement. When he hears that his name is on a death list and is betrayed by his uncle, he escapes to the jungle and eventually joins the insurgent Karenni forces near the Thai border in their struggle against the State regime.

He contracts malaria and is wounded in a battle with the Burmese army. In hospital and desperate for a new life, he writes to the one person he thinks might be able to help him, Dr John Casey. 
‘I am in trouble’ he begins his plea. 
Casey, who surprisingly receives the letter, begins to plan Pascal’s rescue. It is a struggle and eventually all official routes to helping Pascal fail.  So Casey travels to Thailand and with a little ‘under the table’ help from British diplomats, meets an Irish ex SAS officer, based in Bangkok, who agrees to assist him in his crazy quest. Together they find Pascal and after some tricky and dangerous moments manage to spirit him away to the safety of the Dutch Embassy and then eventually to the UK.
  
Two years later, in 1991, still supported by anonymous sponsors arranged by Casey, Pascal enters Caius College Cambridge to study English Literature. 

In 1994 he is awarded a Second Class Honours Degree. 

After leaving Cambridge, he works in a variety of jobs, from banking to cooking, but continues with his writing

Then in 2012 after 25 years in exile, he returns to Burma. 

He now works in his home State generating environmental tourism and rewilding the land, hills and jungle back to their natural habitat.

Pascal’s book From the Land of Green Ghosts, tells his story and was published by Harper Collins in 2002; it has since won several international prizes.  
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